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SENATE BILL No. 460
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February 26, 2009
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, tof—An act to amend
Section 53091 of the Government Code, to amend Section 25107 of,
and to add Section 25502.1 to, the Public Resources Code, and to repeal
Section 12808.5 of the Public Utilities Code, relating to energy.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 460, as amended, Wolk. Water—management—plans—Energy:

transmission lines.

(1) Existing law requires any person proposing to construct an
electric transmission line to obtain a certification from the State Energy
Resources Conservation and Development Commission. Existing law
defines ““electric transmission line” as an electric powerline carrying
electric power from a thermal powerplant to a point of junction with
an interconnected transmission system.

This bill would additionally define *““electric transmission line” to
include a high-voltage transmission line proposed to be built by a local
publicly owned electric utility. The bill would require a local publicly
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owned electric utility proposing to construct an electric transmission
line to certify to the commission that it has undertaken a specified action.
(2) Existing law requires a municipal utility district to undertake
specified actions before the district may locate or construct a line for
the transmission or distribution of electric energy.
This bill would repeal this requirement and would make a conforming

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 53091 of the Government Code is
2 amended to read:
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53091. (a) Eachlocal agency shall comply with all applicable
building ordinances and zoning ordinances of the county or city
in which the territory of the local agency is situated.

(b) On projects for which state school building aid is requested
by a local agency for construction of school facilities, the county
or city planning commission in which the local agency is located
shall consider in its review for approval information relating to
attendance area enrollment, adequacy of the site upon which the
construction is proposed, safety features of the site and proposed
construction, and present and future land utilization, and report
thereon to the State Allocation Board. If the local agency is situated
in more than one city or county or partly in a city and partly in a
county, the local agency shall comply with the ordinances of each
county or city with respect to the territory of the local agency that
is situated in the particular county or city, and the ordinances of a
county or city shall not be applied to any portion of the territory
of the local agency that is situated outside the boundaries of the
county or city. Notwithstanding the preceding provisions of this
section, this section does not require a school district or the state
when acting under the State Contract Act (Article 1 (commencing
with Section 10100) of Chapter 1 of Part 2 of Division 2 of the
Public Contract Code) to comply with the building ordinances of
a county or city.

(c) Each local agency required to comply with building
ordinances and zoning ordinances pursuant to this section and each
school district whose school buildings are inspected by a county
or city pursuant to Section 53092 shall be subject to the applicable
ordinances of a county or city requiring the payment of fees, but
the amount of those fees charged to a local agency or school district
shall not exceed the amount charged under the ordinance to
nongovernmental agencies for the same services or permits.

(d) Building ordinances of a county or city shall not apply to
the location or construction of facilities for the production,
generation, storage, treatment, or transmission of water,
wastewater, or electrical energy by a local agency.

(e) Zoning ordinances of a county or city shall not apply to the
location or construction of facilities for the production, generation,
storage, treatment, or transmission of water, or for the production

or generation of electrical energy,—factities—that-are—subjectto
Section—12808-5—of—the—Public—Utilities—Ceode; or electrical
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substations in an electrical transmission system that receives
electricity at less than 100,000 volts. Zoning ordinances of a county
or city shall apply to the location or construction of facilities for
the storage or transmission of electrical energy by a local agency,
if the zoning ordinances make provision for those facilities.

SEC. 2. Section 25107 of the Public Resources Code is
amended to read:

25107. “Electric transmission line” means-any either of the
following:

(@) Anelectric powerline carrying electric power from a thermal
powerplant located within the state to a point of junction with-any
an interconnected transmission system. “Electric transmission
line” does not include-any a replacement on the existing site of
existing electric powerlines with electric powerlines equivalent to
sueh those existing electric powerlines or the placement of new
or additional conductors, insulators, or accessories related to-sueh
those electric powerlines on supporting structures in existence on
the effective date of this division or certified pursuant to this
division.

(b) A high-voltage electric transmission line proposed to be
built by a local publicly owned electric utility, as defined in Section
224.3 of the Public Utilities Code. For the purposes of this
subdivision, a ““high-voltage™ transmission line is an electric
powerline with a rating of 250 kilovolts or higher.

SEC. 3. Section 25502.1 is added to the Public Resources Code,
to read:

25502.1. A local publicly owned electric utility that proposes
to construct an electric transmission line, as defined in subdivision
(b) of Section 25107, shall certify to the commission as part of its
application that it has participated in a joint transmission planning
process conducted by the Independent System Operator.

SEC. 4. Section 12808.5 of the Public Utilities Code is
repealed.
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All matter omitted in this version of the bill
appears in the bill as amended in Senate,
April 30, 2009 (JR11)
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